Psychosocial and spiritual care in hospice: differences between nursing, social work, and clergy.
A chart review of the most recent home visits from nursing, social work, and clergy to 37 home hospice patients indicated that all but two psychosocial and spiritual issues examined were addressed by hospice staff on home visits. Spirituality and, secondly, death anxiety were the most frequently discussed variables. Clergy addressed more spiritual issues than the other two professions, and social work addressed more psychosocial issues than the other two professions. These findings underscore the important roles that clergy and social work play on the hospice team, and imply that hospice should make a renewed commitment to psychosocial and spiritual care.